
COOL MOVES
EYE-CATCHING DETAILS 

FROM OUR ANNUAL DESIGN AWARDS

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
What’s Your Company Worth? / 22 
Treated Lumber Alternatives / 38
NAHB’s Economic Forecast / 58

NOVEMBER 2019  |   PROBUILDER.COM



 ProBuilder.com   Professional Builder 7

[DESIGN]
26 COOL MOVES

A selection of eye-catching and inspiring design details 
from Pro Builder’s 2019 Design Award winners

[BUSINESS MANAGEMENT]
32 SURVIVAL ON THE SUPPLY SIDE

How suppliers can help builders see the pitfalls of 
low-bid purchasing and its impact on profi tability

[PRODUCT TRENDS]
38 PUTTING PRESSURE ON PRESSURE-TREATED 

LUMBER
Alternatives are challenging traditional treated lumber, 
but are they viable in application?

[HOUSE REVIEW]
44 CONTEMPORARY + MODERN HOMES

Modern housing designs that offer lessons and 
opportunities for better livability and performance

[PRODUCTS]
52 NEW PRODUCTS

The latest in home appliances and fi replaces

[EXECUTIVE CORNER]
58 EXPERT ECONOMIC INSIGHT

Robert Dietz, NAHB’s chief economist, talks 
“growth recession” and housing’s outlook for 2020

[FRONT OF BOOK]

9  EDITORIAL
A gender gap

11 EDITOR’S NOTE
Innovation with a capital I

13 NAHB HOUSING POLICY BRIEFING
Free fall-prevention training

15 SALES & MARKETING
Essential rules for texting sales prospects

20 LEADERSHIP
Building a culture of customer satisfaction

22 FINANCE
What’s your company really worth?

24 QUALITY MATTERS
How to mitigate moisture issues when using 
fi ber-cement siding

4438

november
Professional Builder  Volume 84, No. 11

[ON THE COVER]

Winning design details: A glass-sided, open-riser stair in a 
California custom home by Brandon Architects is brought to 
life by “Climbers,” a whimsical wall treatment, page 26.   
PHOTO: MANOLO LANGIS, LANGO WORKS
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[PRODUCTS: FIREPLACES]

WOOD STOVE
Blending modern and traditional styling, the Wittus  
Shaker wood stove draws inspiration from classic 
American furniture. Made of black steel, the unit features 
a fi rebox measuring 14 inches tall, 16 inches wide, and 
12 inches deep. It has an effi ciency rating of 78% and 
comes in two models. For more info circle 807

STEAM FLAME TECHNOLOGY
Modern Flames ‘ FusionFire uses steam to produce 
a realistic-looking imitation fl ame. The unit requires 
a standard 120-volt circuit and consumes just a small 
amount of water. An internal computer controls fl ame 
height, lighting intensity, and a user display. A 5,000-
Btu heater is optional. For more info circle 808

AFFORDABLE GAS
The Lyric line from Ortal Heat  is a range of 
affordable direct-vent gas fi replaces value-
engineered for builders and remodelers. 
The 110 Front unit (shown) has a glass 
viewing area measuring 43 5/8 inches wide 
by 13 ¾ inches high and includes a semi-
transparent Safety Screen Barrier. Cool-
wall technology allows air to fl ow freely 
between the fi replace and surrounding 
walls. For more info circle 810

LINEAR SEE-THROUGH
Travis Industries‘ DaVinci  Collection 

see-through linear gas fi replace features 
heavy-gauge steel construction and can 

be specifi ed in lengths from 2 to 66 feet. 
It offers six glass heights—12, 20, 30, 36, 

48, and 58 inches—Safe Touch Glass, a 
zero-clearance fi rebox, and a TouchSmart 

control. Power venting can vent exhaust up 
to 150 feet from the fi replace, vertically or 

horizontally. For more info circle 809

LIMITED EDITION
The KI Series from Hearth Cabinet  is a 
customizable limited edition collection of vent-
less fi replaces. Each unit is powder-coated in 
Pantone’s 2019 Color of the Year, Living Coral, 
and features hand-painted Mesopotamia-
inspired tile by artist Melinda Mezey . The 
fi replaces are fueled by clean-burning single-
use alcohol gel cartridges and require no 
connections. Each cartridge lasts approximately 
2 to 2 ½ hours. For more info circle 811


